
 

 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Lyons calls for end to energy “games” 
Independent candidate for Geelong, Darryn Lyons has called on the major parties to put aside 

their “pathetic political games” for a bipartisan approach to slashing power and gas prices. 

“What we are seeing are Labor and the Liberals in a game of one-upmanship to attract voters 

when they should be looking for consensus on a solution. 

“It’s all very well to hammer the opposition in an election, but point scoring means b….. all 

to thousands of people, particularly the aged and disadvantaged, who are struggling to pay 

their bills. 

“It’s ironic their rival plans* are only serving to further confuse consumers, who are 

bewildered by numerous usage charges, service charges, deals and default prices.  

“My message to the major parties is: ‘For crying out loud, stop the politics and focus on what 

you can do for the community’.” 

The former Mayor said, if elected, he would seek to broker a “simple, generic” pricing plan, 

acceptable to politicians of all persuasions, that cut crippling energy prices. 

“If it means creating an alliance of the minor parties to pressure both the government and 

opposition of the day, so be it. That is why the role of Independents will be so important in 

this election. 

“The people who have the honour of representing their electorates need to understand this is 

not about politics; this is about the health and well-being of Australians.” 

Mr Lyons said the need to develop an all-inclusive solution was all the more critical with 

energy experts forecasting greater uncertainty about future pricing and investment in 

renewables.  

A strident supporter of renewables, he said “realistic targets, not political posturing” were 

imperative. 

“The sudden closures of coal-fired power stations have made it difficult to find alternatives 

and have driven up wholesale prices. Gas prices also have soared since Australia started 

exporting the resource. 



 

 

“The immediate challenge is to cut prices and have sufficient energy to meet demand while at 

the same time set in motion a sensible, achievable transition to renewables to combat climate 

change.” 

Mr Lyons said Victoria should follow South Australia’s lead in wind and solar generation, 

notably a support scheme for household battery storage and new rooftop solar installations. 

The $200 million initiative accessible to 40,000 households and launched last month was 

expected to reduce prices and demand on the network. 

“It will also create jobs and attract investment. Surely that’s worth pursuing. And it’s being 

implemented as we speak whereas the Andrews Government’s solar panels and batteries 

promise is an untested election sweetener.” 

Mr Lyons also called for a major review of the “forgotten” essential service, water. 

“Water authorities, which rubber stamp government policy and direction, have been beating 

the drum about no increases in prices in the near future. 

“But they have been strangely silent on service charges, which make up the bulk of bills. An 

independent review – and I stress independent – should look carefully at their operations to 

ensure taxpayers are not paying for activities outside their roles, excessive service costs and 

exorbitant salaries for executives,” he said. 

NOTE: For further information, ‘phone Mario Gregorio 0418564925 

 

ACTIONS AT A GLANCE 

▪ Help develop a “generic” plan to cut power and gas prices 

▪ Form an alliance of independents to push the pricing plan’s implementation 

▪ Set “realistic targets” for renewables  

▪ Adopt South Australia’s household battery storage scheme 

▪ Launch an independent review into water industry expenditure 
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*The Andrews Government has vowed it will require energy retailers to place a ceiling on 

prices for people who fail to shop around for the best offers on power and gas while the 

Coalition has flagged tendering for discounts for Victoria’s 900,000-plus low income and 

vulnerable government concession recipients. 

The Federal Government has ordered retailers to slash their prices from January or face 

drastic regulation. There have also been calls for a royal commission into “dodgy” practices 

against consumers. 

 

 


